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Behavioral causality - Anthropocene reality 
 
Humans, among many species, face existential challenges due to rapidly 
changing current and future conditions on Earth. These are conditions that 
humanity collectively has played a crucial role in shaping. Thus, the 
“Anthropocene Era” was coined in recognition of profound, accumulating 
impacts of human activity on our planet’s physical, chemical, and biological 
condition on the scale of geological epochs. The reality of our condition in the 
Anthropocene Era raises fundamental questions about what we can do to 
establish conditions sufficient for human society to sustain itself with justice and 
equity for all through generations into the future.  
 
Limits of critical natural resources and bio-geo-chemical conditions on Earth pose 
enormous, growing challenges (e.g., climate change, fresh water supply, 
biodiversity). The UN Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs) set 17 ambitious 
targets for moving to sustainable futures (e.g., energy access, poverty reduction, 
food security). Meeting these challenges requires human actions to mitigate 
adverse impacts or adapt with changes in the complex, fundamentally-
inseparable system consisting of the bio-geo-chemical environment, ecological 
systems, and human societies. How are we to understand, enable, and foster 
collective behaviour changes that can address these complex challenges? 
 
I will discuss this fundamental question using models and narratives as analytical 
and affective tools to help us understand and catalyse change in complex social-
ecological systems. I will use examples of case studies undertaken by the KLASICA 
alliance on collective behaviour change toward sustainable futures in Asian and 
Pacific Island communities. These cases illustrate how understanding of 
behavioural causes of the Anthropocene reality are useful for enabling and 
fostering constructive actions toward sustainable futures. This view of 
behavioural causality will also require new educational trajectories and new 
narratives of the nature of science. These are urgently needed to improve 
capacity for continual learning in diverse communities essential for enabling 
humanity to respond effectively to ever-changing local and global challenges. 
 
 
 
 


