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Digital integrated knowledge of built and archaeological heritage for 
conservation and development  
       
The scientific knowledge, the analysis, the documentation and the architectural survey 
of the building heritage in all its meanings, are essential instruments for the 
understanding and the improvement of any information and signs that history and 
culture has produced in each place or in a specific geographic area. These signs are 
in any case the result of the transposition of cultural models, of building technologies, 
that have been tested, consolidated and exported for a long time, and that have 
determined the image of whole territories. 
 
The implementation of the knowledge, the specific studies and the documentation 
programs, also constitute the main basis for the exercise of critical and interpretative 
activities, in order to training and to develop a particular settlement, city or area. 
Besides, they are also useful for the expectation of the necessary specific planning for 
the conservation and the improvement, that are aimed at promoting the conscious 
development of human activities in that place. 
 
The experiences of our Department of Architecture of the University of Florence (Italy), 
made in this scientific area, have allowed the development of operational methods for 
researches, based on digital 3D technologies useful for the correct understanding of 
both the architectures and the historical and archaeological complexes. Furthermore, 
it also aims at taking into consideration the cultural and environmental contexts of the 
contemporary history, giving essential advices for a critical reading and a proper 
evaluation about the conservation actions for this important heritage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


