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Statement: Ethnographic studies of both the 

analytical and practice-sides of heritage 

provide important new opportunities for 

consideration of heritage, particularly in the 

areas of emic analysis and phenomenology; 

new approaches to theory and method; 

development of contemporary notions of 

heritage that stress complexity, even 

ambiguity; and bridging opportunities for 

collaboration.





“Eclecticism is the degree zero of contemporary 

general culture: one listens to reggae, watches a 

western, eats McDonald's food for lunch and local 

cuisine for dinner, wears Paris perfume in Tokyo 

and ‘retro’ clothes in Hong Kong; knowledge is a 

matter for TV games. It is easy to find a public for 

eclectic works.”

Jean François Lyotard, The Postmodern 

Condition: A Report on Knowledge



Statement: Hybridity, as a thematic for the 

future of heritage, offers the possibility of a 

nascent form(less), in part due to its emphasis 

on the postmodern modes of fusion, remixing 

and remaking, and intertextuality. 



Descent, Trees, Authenticity

Remaking, Remixing, Hybridity
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Dennis Severs’ House, London
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Statement: New developments that may be called 

“postmodern” approaches to heritage analysis and 

practice have as their center the sensibilities 

common to experimental and avant-garde 

aesthetics, new criticism (including feminism and 

postmodern ethnography and social science), and 

contemporary literary and cultural criticism (such 

as deconstruction, intertextuality, and other forms 

of the dialogic text); such sensibilities offer the 

possibility of new forms of analysis, criticism, and 

practice/design of heritage spaces. 



Reversible Destiny



Anthropologist at EPCOT













The future of heritage study and practice may include 

important attention to the issues of contestation 

(notably, the manner in which conversations about 

heritage may occur, especially considering the 

intense, political, and contradictory frames of such 

debates), complicity (or realizations about the 

constitutive and political nature of heritage 

considerations), and collaboration (specifically, the 

idea of creating dialogue and middle-voiced 

approaches among various people, practitioners, 

spaces, interpretations, and design practices).
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Authenticity and 

Civil War 

Reenactment



Authenticity






