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Expressing Cultural Heritage through Contemporary Dance: Case Studies of Four 
Choreographers in Singapore 
 
Traditional dance is typically associated with cultural heritage. However, this presentation 
looks how contemporary dance can also be a medium to convey cultural heritage. While 
contemporary dance is often associated with Western constructs, the various forms of 
contemporary dance produced by choreographers located in Singapore often reflect their 
anxiety over emulation, rejection and negotiation of Western ideas. On one hand they 
embrace the ideals and aesthetics of the West, seen as progressive. On the other hand, 
they reject the West because of their need to express local autonomous meanings. Their 
dances often centre around prioritizing cultural continuity, influenced by what is thought to 
be something inherited and learned. This presentation features four Singapore 
choreographers and how they transmit their cultural heritage through contemporary 
dance. 
 



 

 
 
Rumah Tangga (2010) choreographed by Marn Qin Pei Charlotte  


