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Performing Heritage: Digital Transformations of the Cultural Imaginary
This presentation provides an overview of the information design process applied to the preservation and
re-presentation of cultural heritage via digital media. It applies principles of heritage science in new ways in
order to create a matrix of intangible cultural heritage content. The concept of “performing heritage” is
discussed within the context of the expanded panel themes of legacy, transmission and transformation.
The cultural imaginary is the embodiment of the intangible nature of much of the world’s heritage. It resides
in the minds and hearts of those from whom it originates and is passed down generation to generation.
How that can be preserved and how it becomes codified into digital form for the future are key questions for
heritage science to consider in this latter half of the twenty-first century. This talk offers an overview, via
various research-creation exemplars, of the materiality of the digital, its embodiment, agency and
performativity applied to a variety of intangible heritage and the resulting impact on the audiences it seeks
to inform.

