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The museum as active learning space: teaching Singapore history to university 
students 
 
This paper will illustrate how I have made museums a critical part of the learning 
experience in teaching Singapore history to a broad spectrum of university 
undergraduates at the National University of Singapore. In one particular course on 
the history of popular culture in Singapore, I was able to dovetail visits to the National 
Museum of Singapore's Living Galleries, with an activity room specially set-up for my 
class at the NUS Museum. At the National Museum, students experienced the galleries 
as a visitor to learn about the subject matter, then through guided instructions, learnt 
how to critique exhibitions and before each writing a museum review. Subsequently, 
at the NUS Museum activity room, students were presented with reproductions of 
historical art works and told to role play a curator, with each student preparing an 
exhibition proposal based on a selection of the given works. The role of the university 
museum in providing a space to offer interactive activities tailor-made for specific 
module content has been a critical part of this process, providing the most advanced 
pedagogical exercise in this sequence of museum-based learning. At the end of the 
semester, a large number of students reported the museum visits as the most 
meaningful learning experience in this module, whilst at the same time being fun and 
enjoyable. Many also changed their negative impression of museums as places they 
dreaded visiting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


