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Ayutthaya as an International Port (1351 to 1767)
The city of Ayutthaya was the seat of the kings of Siam from 1351 till 1767. It
flourished thanks to its commercial prosperity as well as agricultural and demographic
strength. Ayutthaya was the centre of Siam‘s political and cultural life, which in turn
was dominated by the royal court. The administration of foreign affairs and trade was
conducted by the ministry of the treasury or phrakhlang, which also oversaw
Ayutthaya‘s port.
The port of Ayutthaya depended on its rich hinterland for the supplies of forest produce
and minerals, which formed the bulk of its exports. Aromatic wood such as eaglewood,
the dye wood sappan, deerskins, elephants, and ivory all found space on ships sailing

both east and west of Siam. The Gulf of Siam supplied rayskins, while tin was the
most important of the minerals traded in Siam.
A key part of the intra-Asian trading network which linked the markets of Japan and
China with those of India, Persia and Arabia, Ayutthaya‘s trade was oriented towards
export of the goods mentioned above, though there was also a considerable entrepôt
trade. Ayutthaya became, with its adjunct ports such as Mergui (―Tenasserim‖), the
channel through which Chinese and Japanese goods could make their way to India or
Europe. Ayutthaya thus formed one of the links in the long chain of trading ports and
polities, which constituted the ―maritime silk route‖.
An aspect of the city of Ayutthaya much remarked upon by foreign observers was its
multi-ethnic character. Religious and cultural diversity did not just manifest itself in the
urban fabric of the city, but the flows of goods and people also influenced art,
architecture, culture and material life in Siam.
Ayutthaya as an international port rose to its zenith in the seventeenth century, during
an ―age of commerce‖ when Southeast Asian products were much in demand
worldwide. In 1767 Ayutthaya fell to Burmese (Myanmar) forces. The Siamese polity
fragmented, agriculture stagnated owing to the forced migration of tens of thousands of
people, and trade was inevitably disrupted. Yet within a few years Thonburi-Bangkok,
under King Taksin and the first Chakri king Rama I became the dominant port in the
Gulf of Siam region, largely owing to Chinese trade.
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