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 Julia Chee has led the Oral History Centre of the National 
Archives of Singapore (NAS) since 2007. The NAS is an institution 
under the National Library Board. The NAS is the keeper of 
records of historical or national significance to Singapore. Its 
collections, from government and private sources, span all media 
and formats including public records and other documents, 
photographs, audio-visual recordings, maps, building plans, 
posters and oral history interviews.  
 

Julia is an archivist by training and holds a Masters in Records and Archives 
Management from University of London. Prior to her current appointment with the Oral 
History Centre, Julia held key appointments in other NAS divisions and oversaw the 
acquisition and organisation of private collections, conservation, appraisal and 
management of public records, archives automation, public programming, reference 
and research services. She was part of the team responsible for archives automation 
in 1999 and which developed NAS’ integrated finding aids system that continues to 
allow users to seamlessly search and access information across NAS' diverse 
collection. Julia is passionate about her work and is still learning everyday about the 
rich collection of materials housed at NAS.     
 
Who’s Telling Tales? The Oral History Centre Experience 
 
Oral history is an important methodology in capturing information where there is a lack 
of written material on certain important events or where no official written records are 
available. An oral history record has the freshness and candour of direct conversation, 
and it makes possible the preservation of the life experiences of individuals.  
 
This talk highlights the experiences of the Oral History Centre (OHC) which was 
established in 1979 to record the personal reminiscences of people who have played 
an important role in the history and development of Singapore; from the well-known to 
the man in the street. It will examine the oral history methodology, collection and key 
challenges. Essentially, the OHC’s purpose of collecting and preserving oral history 
interviews is to encourage usage, and the talk will also discuss access to these 
materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


