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“The turn to archival records as evidence in
the writing of history Is a fairly recent
development’

Kwa Chong Guan
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Development of History Textbooks

History textbook development by:

e Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore (1980
to 1996)

* Curriculum Planning and Development Division (1997
to date)

Understanding
| Our Past (-,
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Building Blocks of History

 Source of iInformation/evidence
 Historical Content
 Historical Concepts
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Back to Basic

* Review of history curriculum
= Content
» Pedagogy
= Assessment

* Relevance of History
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New Instructional Materials
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New Instructional Materials

= Each unit is framed by an overarching inquiry guestion which
acts as a focal point for students to gather and examine sources,
and extract relevant information to support their conclusions about
the issue raised in the question.

= Each chapter of the textbook has been framed by a chapter
Inquiry question that further supports the overarching inquiry.

Life in Colonial Singapore:
Was it the Same for Everyone)

Ohapter People Come to Colonial

2 ;:g:uipire Before World War Two?

COhapter 4s  Howwes Life Different for the Various
People in Ooloninl Singapore Before
World Wer Twof
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and busy port city by the
come to Singapore
heir goals in colonial

Singapore had become a prosperous
1900s. This attracted many immigrants to
in search of a better life. Did they achieve the 2
Singapore? What was life like for these immigrants:

A number of immigrants remained poor even "?°“9," they
worked very hard in Singapore. Most of these immigrants
hoped to return home richer. Not everyone was able to
achieve their goals.

Understanding the Inquiry Question <

What do you think life was like in colonial Singapore? What did people do_fgr a living?
What did people do in their free time when there was no Internet, no television and no
computer games?

Bearing in mind that life was not the same for everyone in the past, we will try to uncover
the answers to these questions as we pursue the following inquiry question:

How was life different for the various people in
colonial Singapore before World War Two?

Let us examine the inquiry question below carefully. Certain words or phrases will tell
you what you need to do in order to form a response to the question.

You will need to compare aspects of
the hife of various communities to find
the similanties and differences in the
way people lived

You should be locking into
various aspects of life. such
as hving conditions and
occupations

I T
How was life different for the various people in colonial
Singapore before World War Two?

|

I

You will need to find
out about the various
communities in

Singapore at that ime

You should be

looking at the years
from 1819 to 1939

uestion

e
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New Instructional Materials

Sources and information provided In the

coursebook can be used by students to construct their

conclusions and form their response to the inquiry
guestions.

phs,
) -~ Maps. photog'
pictorial Records Oral Traditions - Legends, myths, tales and stories.
and cartocns




New Instructional Materials

« Chapter Tasks requires students to apply their
understanding through an activity that will assess their
application of the knowledge and skills learnt.

Chapter Task

[*“The year is 1939, and you are working as a juni
Press and e Advertiser. The pap
article to celebrate Singapore's 120 years as a Brit

')
ior journalist for The Singapore Free |
editor wants to do a special feature
tish colony.

The title of lhi§ special lea!ure'is ‘The Singapore Way of Life~How Was Life Different |
Among |_he Vanuus_Pecple in Singapore?’ You are to help the editor to collect as much

i lives of the py inSi fte d
thei n you will use thy f ion to identify si and inthe
people’s lives. By doing so, you will begin to understand the concept of diversity which
you will be learning more about in this chapter.

Youareabouttotravel by rickshaw to different f Sit evari
peoplelive. Your rickshaw puller, Ah Hock, is very experienced and has lived in apore
'S

for along time. He can help point out to you the significant places and different culture
that you will encounter along the way.
-

Hello, 1am Ah Hock and 1 have been 2
rickshaw puller for cight years. I am very
familiar with the streets of Singapore and

g what happens in cach of them. As we move
along, T'can tell you more about each arez, so
listen closely!

— Ay

Did You Know?

The rickshaw was invented by the Japanese
I 1869 It was originally known as jinrikisha,
which means ‘man-powered carmage’

In Japanese. It was first introduced to
Singapore in 1880 and soon replaced the
horse and carriage.

Most of the rickshaw pullers were farmers,
because the work did not require special
skills All it needed were coordination,
Physical strength and stamina. It was a way
toearn money immediately.

C
gD
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Historical Concepts

: ’ﬁpﬂf‘gr'&‘ﬂ%rbﬂhﬂﬂ'—‘d LWL é—‘m
{‘:ﬂ’ Think Like a Historian: Sources

understand how historians

We should take note of some key ideas about sources 10
use sources to answer questions about the past.

= Sources A ————

e S provide historians with inf on the past.

2. Historians use more than one source when investigating the past.

. e Thereisnoone sourcein History that can tell the whole story. Astheinformation
. V I e n C e obtained from one source may be limited, historians will gather more than one

source to study and examine.

3. There are many different types of that historians use to
knowledge of the past.
. ro n O 0 gy e There are many different types of . Not all 0 provide the )
information to answer the i that hi; ask. For

ple, a
historian who wants to find out how an event in the past occurred might not
- be able to get the information by looking at an artefact. The historian would
thus need to look for other types of sources, such as a written account, to
| ‘ au S atl O n provide him or her with more information. Historians thus gather different
types of to obtain rel inf ion. This will help them to form

well-supported conclusions about the past.

Let us find out more about how the information from sources can help us form a

. .
. D I Ve rS I ty response to the inquiry question.

Sources can be either primary or secondary,

- - .
| n tl n u It depending on the time the source was created 2 S!C““']‘" " P
and whether it had a direct or an indirect R %

= 5 =
connection with the event.

2 e P

. . . I ® A primary source is a source that *

- n was produced close to or at the time
IS O rl of the event and, in most cases, by ‘

people who experienced the event.

® Asecondary source is a source that has

been constructed from other sources of
information, including primary sources,

and may not be directly linked to the people
who experienced the event.
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Challenge - Time

* Limited time for development of
Instructional Materials

— One year for research
— One year for production

o Officers are not full time writers
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Challenge - Language

A number of sources are In vernacular
« Difficult to get good translators
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Challenge — Copyright and Cost

 Many sources
* Funding for copyright clearance
* Unable to locate copyright owner
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Challenge — Limited Option for
Replacement

* Rare pieces
* Limited In perspectives
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Learning Points

« Communicating with partners
* Right time, right place

= NATIONAL \ ; .
MNational Library Board
PR e
N M
s. URBAN
National Museum @ REDEVELOPMENT
of Singapore AUTHORITY
To make Singapore a great city to live, work and play
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http://www.nas.gov.sg/index.htm
http://www.nas.gov.sg/index.htm
http://www.nationalmuseum.sg/NMSPortal/index.jsp
http://www.nationalmuseum.sg/NMSPortal/index.jsp
http://www.nlb.gov.sg/
http://www.nlb.gov.sg/
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