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The Writing of Singapore History for Schools: Accessing Memories and Archival 
Records 
 
Most of the textbooks for Singapore’s national curriculum are produced by commercial 
publishers under the Ministry of Education’s (MOE) Textbook Authorisation process 
since the late 1990s.  The textbook for the History of Singapore is one of the few 
exceptions that is written and co-produced in-house by the Ministry Of Education’s 
Curriculum Planning and Development Division (CPDD).  The latest Coursebook for 
use in all secondary schools in 2014, underwent a major revision in the way History 
instructional materials were written in the past.  One major shift was the role of the 
textbook.  It no longer just delivers the historical content but it now also explicitly fronts 
the teaching of historical concepts and historical skills through an inquiry-based 
pedagogical approach.  In the course of writing the new Coursebook, officers from the 
History Unit, CPDD spent close to eight months researching and locating relevant 
memories and archival records.  While there is a wealth of information especially in 
recent years available in both print and non-print platforms, it was not easy 
ascertaining the ownership or finding the whereabouts of a number of our nation’s 
memories and records.  Who are the keepers of our nation’s heritage?  Who would 
have the necessary information?  Why is the information not captured anywhere?  Why 
is it so difficult to find that source when it is listed in your collection?  These were some 
of the questions the officers kept asking as we attempted to trace some of the elusive 
pieces of Singapore’s past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


