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From Venice to Route 66, from Babylon to Bukit Brown: heritage values and 
conservation 
 
The impulse to create special places is a constant across time and around the globe.  
The desire to protect and preserve sacred spaces, to commemorate achievements, 
and to discover new horizons is equally strong and as ancient as man’s presence on 
the planet.  The work of World Monuments Fund from 1965 to the present day is one 
lens through the heritage sector can be viewed, especially through the sites on the 
World Monuments Watch, which from 1996 to the current 2014 Watch provides a call 
to action for the sites local communities have identified as significant and in need of 
greater protection and conservation.  WMF’s earliest projects in the 1960s and 1970s 
in Venice, Lalibela, and Easter Island offer interesting insights into the advocacy, 
conservation, and capacity building activities that remain significant factors in the 
heritage conservation field today.  More recently, WMF’s work at Angkor, Babylon, 
Versailles, the Farnese Gardens on the Palatine, Stowe, Strawberry Hill, the Qianlong 
Garden, and many other sites provide the chance to discuss challenges in the field 
and the lessons learned through community engagement, funding partnerships, and 
international collaboration. 
 
 
 


