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Heritage, Remaking, and Postmodernism: The Future of Themed and 
Immersive Spaces 
 
This paper will address the contemporary landscape of themed and immersive 
spaces by focusing on the Janus-faced idea of heritage—which, etymologically, 
implies the passing on of something and the emptiness or lack of something in the 
act of passing. Contemporary debates about the re-presentation of the past, the 
nature of authenticity in themed spaces, the blurring of lines between theme parks 
and museums, the roles and identity issues of guests in spaces, and the politics 
and criticism appropriate to the study of themed spaces illustrate the excitement 
and apprehension that has come to define contemporary spaces. A series of 
concepts that include remaking, hybridity, remixing, culture sampling, and 
intertextuality will be considered through applications of contemporary ethnography 
and in the context of their relevance to the inherent impossibility of the “passing on” 
in heritage. The issues of form, temporality, and criticism will be illustrated through 
sites that include Jorvik Viking Centre, National Museum of the American Indian, 
Dennis Severs’ House, the Museum of Jurassic Technology, and a number of 
themed spaces and theme parks. The paper will conclude with an argument for the 
applications of postmodernism to both the design and criticism of themed and 
immersive spaces. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


