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When Digital meets Heritage: the impact of Technology on the collection of 
Memories 
 
Since at least the nineteenth century, there has been recognition of the fundamental 
connection between memory and the nation. Yet it was only possible to meaningfully 
collect and collate the memories of the people in the last 5-10years due to the advent 
of technology. Factors like the Internet, Social Media platforms as well as digitisation 
processes have not only changed the way in which we consume and interact, it has 
also changed the way in which we think and remember our lives. A memory is not like 
a fact that we store away in our minds; a memory’s true value lies not just in the events 
and accounts, but in the connections, associations and linkages that form between 
different memories, giving rise to the narrative that provides meaning to our lives. 
Depending on the way in which we consume and remember our experiences, it affects 
the cohesion of the linkages and therefore changes the way in which we see and 
remember things.  
 
This talk will examine how the Singapore Memory Project is impacted as well as 
leverages on technology to aid in the memory collection and building effort and discuss 
whether this has created a different lense through which memories are constituted and 
shared.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


