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Cars Land, Disney California Adventure and

National Museum of the American Indian (Washington, DC)



Statement 1: By juxtaposing spaces that 

appear to be on different ends of a heritage 

continuum, we see the fault lines of heritage in 

such ways that they allow us to relativize and 

simultaneously problematize the spaces that 

are players in the discursive world of heritage. 



Heritage

“that which may be 

inherited”

“to be empty, left 

behind”
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Statement 2: Heritage, especially when 

considered in the contexts of themed and 

immersive spaces, illustrates notable tensions 

in terms of both the erasures and remaking of 

culture and space as well as in terms of 

foundational issues like cultural essentialism 

and stereotyping.











Statement: The past as “was-is,” and less as 

the monolithic past that often defines heritage, 

suggests the complex and contrasting (and 

perhaps complementary) meanings of 

dwelling/staying and being/existence and 

further offers new interpretations of heritage 

that, through their contingent and constitutive 

nature, provide more collaborative grounds on 

which to consider the past.



Main Street USA



Imperial War Museum, London



Jewish Museum 

Berlin



Slum Tourism (The Emoya Luxury Hotel and Spa near 

Bloemfontein, South Africa - Shanty Town)



Statement: The metaphors typical to the study and 

practice of heritage—stage, library/archive, tree, 

mana/power, monument/original, and nation—

illustrate notions of heritage that while promoting 

important aspects of culture and identity have 

resulted in contemporary implications of space that 

result in hegemonic and culturally problematic 

constructions; it their place, it is argued, a new set 

of metaphors be advocated for in order to better 

realize dialogic, collaborative, middle-voiced, and 

non-hegemonic realizations of the processes of 

heritage study and practice.





The Price of Freedom: Americans at War



The Price of Freedom: Americans at War



The National Atomic Testing Museum (Las Vegas)



Bodie, California





Best Stores
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Best Stores



Pop-Up Retail – 139 Norfolk Street, New York City



Reversible Destiny



Café Sibylle, Berlin



Juan Pollo Restaurants (California)


